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re: Labelmg ofirradlated foods '.-_ T o L o
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.~ Tunderstand that you are seeking comment from the pubhc on proposed -
" changes to the current labeling requlrements for irradiated foods,"and I want to
add my opinion on this issue. I am not violently opposed to irradiation a:nd '
realise that the process can kill bacteria in"foods that.cannot be eliminated as .
surely except by cookmg alsp that lrradlation tan retard spoliage in certalri o
foods.. However, I am'not personally convinced that this is adequate reason to .

s purchase such food stocks Price and convemence for food procesgors,

- _handlers and purveyors are not the only thmgs to cons1der At issue is ‘the.

. -right of the public to know, whether what they are eating has been irradiated, =
: ;'If clearly labeled we can 1nd1v1dually know and demde for o‘urselves -y
‘There are some very good reasons to heS1tate before p‘urchasmg 1rrad1ated
foods among them are these T . . vf:f ) R

1. Irradlatmg of food stocks may be hasténmg the development of re51starrt
: bactena in the processmg plants themselves —_— o ’

Lo~ .
'!. . ." .8

-

2 We may be encouragmg unsamtary food processmg because the 1rrad1at10n
*will be relieéd on to kill the obvious contaminants (for. example partly sp011ed R
food could be sold because no active bactena wereé present) ST K

, 3 Although the scientlﬁc commumty is largely in agreement that there isno -
harmful residue‘from the irradiation process, in the recent past opinions have
" changed as'new data appeared.- Examples have been the perception of safety in’
the use of- peshcrdes. herbicides and fumlgants A'prudent person has a need- ..
to maintain a healthy sceptlcism espec1ally as there is™no compellmg need for
thisnewtechnology R o L S Y

» - ',-
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4. The expenswe equ1pment and controls w111 be out of reach for the smaller
processors, leading to further consohdation and control of the d1str1but10n of
2o foods vmth no advantage to the consumer A e c S
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5. 'I‘he mere lack of spoﬂage is not the only cnteria for selchng nutntlous food

for example v1tarnin content can be lost by extended shelf 11fe) : AR
Ty - » . ) N Lt ,',.7 )

P_lease add these co_mrnents to your decismn process. o L

s L . , _ . . .' - - » ' o
: . . - . - ’ . . : P d - )
Sincerely, " - R : : ) ' ' Cog
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